story he tells is that he once saw some elect behaving rather improperly in the open street. The rest is all hearsay, and comes from feminine sources. The Manichcan clergy were evidently either much better or much cleverer than the Christian. With regard to the more depraved matters, in fact, Augustine has nothing but strained inferences from their doctrines to offer to his fellow-Christians.
Whenever Augustine related his difficulties to his fellows, he was met with the assurance that a certain bishop of theirs, Kaustus of Mileve, would answer them when he came to Carthage. In 383 the famous bishop came, and Augustine consulted him. The result was a final disillusion. A man of fine carriage and captivating manners, a fluent and eloquent speaker, Kaustus had hitherto not felt a pressing need for mere erudition. The type of apologist is familiar to most of us. But Augustine was the obstinate young man, who had definite questions and insisted on having definite answers, ' What availed the utmost neatness of the cupbearer to my thirst for a more precious
K